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Abdullah Al-Shami is a Professor of Comparative Jurisprudence and Islamic Studies at 

the Petroleum Institute (PI). He came to the PI from Saba University in the Republic of 

Yemen where he was the Chancellor as well as an Islamic Law Professor. His previous 

appointments include Fulbright Visiting Professor of Islamic Law at the Law School of 

the University of California Los Angeles; Full Professor and acting Vice-Chancellor for 

Academic Affairs and, Dean of the Faculty of Education and Professor of Islamic 

Studies at Hodeidah University in Yemen; and Professor of Islamic Law at the 

University of Brunei Darussala. Professor Al-Shami obtained his B.A. in Islamic Law 

(Shari‘ah), Master Degree in Comparative Islamic Jurisprudence from Saudi Arabia and 

PhD in Comparative Islamic Jurisprudence from the University of Manchester, UK. He 

has written and edited a total of six books and over 40 research articles on Islamic Law 

and Islamic Studies. His research focuses on Comparative Islamic Jurisprudence and 

Islamic Studies including the Judicial Authority System in Islamic Law; Islamic Family 

Law; Islamic Law of Transactions and Finance; Contemporary Islamic Thought and 

Culture; Professional ethics, Islamic Philosophy and Faith; Islamic Ethics and Values; 

Islam and the Environment; and Islamic Law and Human Rights. 


